e’ 3 Iy NG el

All
Winter/Spring 2005

A Message From Steve

| hope you fared well through the winter months especially in
regards to the weather which proved difficult once again in the
Northeast. At last spring has arrived and baseball season, gar-
dening, fishing, warm weather and suntan lotion will soon be
upon us. How wonderful.

Well alot has happened in my life since the last time | wrote you
as | have experienced several milestones which proved to be
both emotional and rewarding. My wife and | celebrated our 20"
wedding anniversary. |t seemed only yesterday that we set off
on our journey together as college sweethearts and here it is 20
years already. My youngest child, Kristin, graduated from gram-
mar school and is now a freshman in high school. Hard to fath-
om my little girl is 5 foot 8 inches tall and in high school. Last
and most emotional was sending my oldest, Stephen off to col-
lege. Boy that was tough.

As we drove from New Jersey to Bentley College in
Massachusetts, so many thoughts went through my mind. What
a painful process being a parent is. It is so fulfilling to see your
children as infants grow and mature and become little people.
There are small little steps as they progress from crawling, to
walking, sending them to preschool, and then kindergarten, fol-
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lowed by 1% grade, Little
League baseball, the Middle
School, traveling baseball and
soccer, and eventually some
independence in high school
and the dreaded driver's
license and first car. None of
this compares to nor prepares
you for the big step in life of
dropping your child off at col-
lege and saying goodbye.
They are now embarking as
eighteen year old adults in a
whole new stage of their life. |
thought how sad for Sharon,
my wife and |, and how excit-
ing and wonderful for my son as he starts off on his own
wonderful, exciting journey. | then began thinking of words
of wisdom | can leave him with.

My thoughts immediately flashed to my experiences in life
and especially my experience at Vigon. Whatever he
undertakes, he needs to give 100% of his effort and put his
heart and soul into it. He needs to display passion as
demonstrated through extraordinary effort and commitment.
No matter what career path he chooses he must love what
he does as | do in my career or it will be difficult to find the
passion and resulting effort necessary to be successful. If
he fails to find his professional love at first, he must prevail
as ultimately he will find it as | did 8 years ago at Vigon.
Ultimately, the passion, the commitment, the love, the
extraordinary effort, the challenge and the enjoyment found
in all of these will lead to success and happiness as it has
for the team at Vigon. As | left him this message and my
wife and | said our last goodbyes, we drove away by our-
selves both feeling the emptiness of him no longer with us
but warmed by the experience of our lives together and the
anticipation of where his passion will lead him in life’'s jour-
ney. | only hope and pray he has as much fortune as | in
finding both his personal love of his life as | did in my wife
and in his professional love of his life as | did in Vigon, so
maybe he too will exclaim as we do at Vigon *YIPPPEEE,
I love my job.”
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